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We’re so glad you’re considering submitting a project to Make Modern! Please read through
our Submissions Package to find out what’s involved, and to answer any questions you
might have about the process. We look forward to working with you in the near future.

In this guide, you will find our project submission guidelines and information, photography tips
as well as submission deadlines and payments. The pattern template is also available as a word
doc, as a separate download on our website. If you have a question that hasn’t been answered
here, please feel free to drop Kristy a line at submissions@makemodern.com.au.

While most of our features and profiles are written in house, we also welcome suggestions,
thoughts and ideas. We also love to have guest writers for our issues too. Let us know if you have
a favourite quilter you think we should profile, or you’ve just learnt about a new quilting notion
that could revolutionise the lives of quilters everywhere, or perhaps you have a burning topic
related to the quilty world that you would love to cover for an article. We’d love to hear from you.
Just send Jane an email at editor@makemodern.com.au to discuss any article ideas.

If you are interested in finding out about our very competitive rates for advertising with Make
Modern (from fabric shops, to pattern stores, notion sellers – anything quilty related), get in
contact with Lara for a copy of our Media Kit at advertise@makemodern.com.au.

Submissions
submissions@makemodern.com.au

Articles and Features
editor@makemodern.com.au

Advertising
advertise@makemodern.com.au

General Enquiries
info@makemodern.com.au

thank you for your interest

Social Media details

Web: makemodern.com.au

IG: @makemodernmagazine

FB: makemodernmagazine

Submitting a design to Make modern



Submission guidelines

3 Submissions Package

let’s talk details
We are always looking for modern quilting and sewing projects

– be it a quilt, cushion, bag, home decor item or another
sewing project. Submissions should suit the modern

aesthetic. The following are a few guidelines to consider when
submitting a project idea.

Submission ideas are to be sent via email to Kristy at
submissions@makemodern.com.au. Please include a photo (.jpg
file) or a sketch of your project as well as a brief description of what
it is and techniques used. We’d love to know your blog address/IG
name too so that we can have a look at some of your other work. We
will review your submission idea and let you know if it suits what
we’re striving for at Make Modern. We will also discuss dates for
publication and deadline to work out a suitable date for everyone
involved.

Submissions must be your own original work. While we appreciate that there are only so many
ways to piece a quilt or construct a certain block, we cannot knowingly publish any items that are
too close to another designer's work.

Projects need to be original. We don’t mind if pictures have been shared at some point on your
social media, with your quilt group, or exhibited in a show, so long as there hasn’t been a tutorial
posted, or a pattern offered either for sale or free for that project.

We require clear, concise step by step directions for how you made your project (see the following
template, which is also available as a word document for your convenience). We have basic
instructions included for techniques such as basting and binding so you don’t need to include
these, unless you wish to showcase the way you do it, or your pattern requires a different method.
Please note we may change the wording of instructions slightly to suit the style of our magazine.

Should your pattern require applique or foundation piecing templates, please ensure that these
will fit on a 7 ¾” x 10” page for easy printing. Please ensure the ¼” seam allowance is included if
required. Please also a diagram on how the block is assembled.

You do not need to send your quilt to us for photographing – contributors are to photograph the
quilts themselves. We will need a minimum of three quality photographs of your finished projects
(but obviously more is better!). Keep in mind that photos of projects in Make Modern will fill a full
page, portrait style (similar to the cover in the above picture) so make sure you try out a range of
different photos. Please include a photo of the finished project, as well as close ups of any special
techniques or key areas of the project. You can read more suggestions and tips on photography
further on.
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You will retain all rights to your work but we ask that you do not offer your pattern for sale (or for
free!) while the issue is current – that is until the following issue goes on sale. Issues are
published every two months, so two months from the date the issue goes live. You can have a look
at our publication dates for 2018/19 so you can track the timing. We may include your project in
future compilations but we will never publish it as a standalone pattern.

We also require a brief blurb about yourself including a photo and your social media details. We’d
prefer a head shot photo but if you’d rather not have this, we can use either your logo or a stock
sewing shot. This information will be shared in the magazine and possibly social media to
encourage our readers to connect with you.

Payment for projects will be made in the form of monetary payment (paid to you via PayPal within
30 days of the issue being published), as well as a free copy of the issue your project is in. Lara
will be in contact with you after the publication date with information on how to invoice us for
payment. We will also give credit to you for your project using hotlinks in the magazine, as well as
your information in any social media promotion.

Payment rates

Contact Lara at advertise@makemodern.com.au to discuss this option.

let’s talk details

Feature articles $150

Small projects $120

Small quilts $150

Large projects $170

Small projects include items such as cushions bags, pincushions, mini quilts etc up to 30"
square. Small quilts include baby quilts and lap quilts (30" to 50" square) and large quilts
are anything bigger than that.

All prices are in AUD (Australian dollar) and are effective as of 1st January, 2019.

Alternatively, you can speak with Lara about payment for your project in the form of an
advertisement for your business within the next issue of Make Modern. A quarter page ad (RRP
$175) is offered in exchange for small projects and articles, and a half page ad (RRP $300) is
offered for larger projects.
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Your project submission has been accepted and you’re now up to writing the pattern! But how to
do it? Not to worry - we have you covered. Just use this pattern template, and that will ensure all
the key elements are included. You can find this template as a word doc on our website for your
use. Please send in your pattern information as a word doc.

Please note that a simple word doc is easier for us to edit (and easier for you to prepare) – there
is not need for fancy formatting, underlining etc. There is no need to insert photographs or
diagrams into the document, instead label all photos diagrams clearly and simply refer to that
photo by name where you feel it should be placed in the directions. (eg: Image one, diagram one).

Project Name + Maker’s Name

Materials
List all fabric requirements in inches. Err on the generous side when calculating fabric
requirements. Also state which blocks/section each fabric is for. If you are working from scraps or
stash, calculate approximate number of scraps required and minimum size of each piece.
Fabric 1
Fabric 2 etc
Backing – yardage required or if it’s a pieced backing, individual fabric requirements
Batting – size required, generally the finished size of the quilt plus about 6” all around.
Binding
Any specific notions required such as fusible webbing, glue stick, buttons, and embroidery
thread. General sewing supplies including thread, sewing machine, rotary cutter and mat,
scissors will be assumed. If any particular tools are required, please list these.

Fabric notes This is optional, but if you used a particular line of fabric it is useful for readers to know.

Block Size (in inches)
Finished Quilt Size (in inches)

Preparation and Cutting
Please give as much detail as possible in cutting directions. Use inches when cutting.
State the technique being used, eg: rotary cutting, appliqué, English paper piecing etc. It is useful
if you can include a photograph of each block so readers can see exactly what they’re meant to be
making. This can be a computer diagram, or a close up photo of the block on a plain background.

Use numbers to distinguish each section of cutting.
For example:
Block One (six blocks total of this block):
From blue homespun, cut six, 2 ½” x 4 ½” rectangles.
From red print, cut four, 3” squares, cross cut on the diagonal to yield eight half square triangles.

pattern template
Pattern guidelines
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Piecing
Clearly explain how each block goes together. Include how many of each block to make block.
You may send photographs or diagrams of the construction process to assist readers. Number
each image in order, and add <Insert Image #> into the text of the instructions so we know where
the image fits.

quilt top assembly
Explain how to piece the various components of the quilt together, including where any
background, sashing or borders fits in.

Quilt assembly
Details of how to piece backing, sandwich the quilt, pin baste and bind will be in our general
directions. Unless you use an unusual technique, you don’t need to write up this section.

Quilting
Please describe how you quilted your quilt, or had it quilted. If you had it professionally quilted,
please include the longarmer’s name so we can mention that in the information. If you have any
suggestions for other ways you thought it might be able to be quilted, include these. We want to
be able to give readers a few ideas/options so they aren’t daunted by the quilting process and can
use their own favourite techniques.

Social Media
Please list your social media contact information and a short blurb about yourself (1-2 sentences).
Please also include a photo of yourself to be used in the profile section of the layout. Also let us
know if there is any additional credits to be added for the photographer or longarmer.

General Notes
Please note that these guidelines are not set in stone by any means, all projects are different and
will require differing levels of detail or perhaps different subheads – please tailor them to suit your
project. More description is better so readers can understand what you’re doing.

Please double check your measurements and work through the directions to make sure they all
make sense and you haven’t missed a step. You may like to get a friend to proof read or test the
pattern for you also. We will obviously proof read but we will not be testing every single quilt from
start to finish. Bear in mind that because we do not have the actual item in front of us, we will be
reliant on your text and pictures.

You will be sent the layout for final proofing before the issue is published and we ask that you
carefully check over the pattern then.

If it happens that you do make an error that is picked up later on (even after publication), please
let us know so we can inform readers – being digital we are able to reissue the revised version to
our subscribers.

Pattern guidelines
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We know quilt photography can be a difficult one at times, so we’ve
included a few hints and tips on what we’re looking for when you submit
your project photos. You can also find examples on the following page.

As well as any block and step by step photographs, we require one main
photo of the quilt looking absolutely fabulous, and also one of the quilt
flat so you can see the entire quilt at once so that readers can see what
they’re working towards. These photos need to be portrait style to fit a
magazine page.

If your pattern requires templates or diagrams, we would prefer these
drawn on the computer. If you are unsure about this please contact us
before the deadline so we can assist. Please send them as .jpg or .png.

here are a few photography tips to help you get the best shots
We will require a portrait orientation photo to use as the main cover photo for your project. Keep
this in mind when taking your photographs, so that we don’t have to crop your lovely work to make
it fit to a page.

Photograph in natural light where possible – beside a window so the light is coming in to the side
of the shot. Use a piece of white cardboard or foam board on the other side to bounce the light
back. Avoid the flash.

Photograph outside, out of direct sunlight. Consider a variety of backgrounds – parklands, beach,
riverside, playgrounds… even your garden! Frame your photo to make the most of the background
but make sure you keep the camera’s focus on the quilt.

Keep your background clear – make sure nothing distracts from the object you’re photographing.
(we’re talking about those accidental distractions and photo bombs, you can add props).

Stage a photo of the object in use – eg: a bag with keys and phone, a table topper with a candle
stick, a mug rug with a mug, a quilt wrapped around a child.

Use a white or plain background for any close up photos showing steps or directions for the
pattern. When taking close up photos, get in close, focus on the subject and fill the frame with
the object, Try getting on eye level with the quilt to give the best perspective.

Take lots of photos. Feel free to include a ‘hero shot’ of your project for us to consider for the front
cover.

Do not resize your photos before you email them – higher resolution gives us more options.

hints and tips
photography
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Example of a great cover photo – it is portrait
style, features the full quilt, but also leaves
room around the outside for cropping and
the leaves are a great contrast to the quilt.
Quilt by Katy Devlin

Draped quilts, or hanging them on fences
also works well. This one shows details of the
quilt, as well as being a lstunning photo.
Quilt by Jessica Roze

Photo requirements:
We need a minimum of four photos to work with. At least one must be portrait style for the cover
photo of your layout, but if you take a few this gives us options to choose from.

Step by step photos need to be on a plain background. Cutting mats don’t make great backdrops.
You can use a tabletop, or a piece of white or light grey cardboard for this.

Send photos at full size (high resolution). If you can’t fit them in an email, upload to Dropbox or
Google Drive and send the link.

Close up, detailed shots are also
great, as sometimes we want to
share a closer look of part of the
pattern. It’s also a great way to
show some of the quilting.

L: Quilt by Leanne Parsons

R: Quilt by Mary Gregory
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When your project is scheduled you with us, we will advise you of both the publication date and
the deadline. Please note the submission deadlines for each issue. You will need to have your
project instructions and photos to us by the set deadline. If something you should occur and
you’re no longer able to work towards that date, please let us know with us much notice as
possible and we will work with you to reschedule or change dates.

You can submit ideas at any time, as we are working on multiple issues at a time. Projects are
often scheduled well in advance. We are not producing any themed issues but if you have an idea
that is seasonal please include this in your notes. We reserve the right to move your project to a
later issue if required. You will be notified if possible if this is to occur.

Issue 26  11th Ja nuary 2019 16th November 2018

Issue 27  8th March 2019 11th January 2019

Issue 28  10th may 2019 15th March 2019

Issue 29  12th july 2019 17th may 2019

Issue 30  13th  September 2019 19th July 2019

Issue 31  8th november 2019 13th September 2019

mark it on your calendar

published deadline

If you have any questions, please let us know via email
submissions@makemodern.com.au

Publication dates



10 Submissions Package

Use this checklist to ensure you have everything ready to submit your idea or project!

Submission of interest
Got an idea you’d like to see published? This is your checklist. Short and sweet!

Sketch/Photo

Blurb about techniques used

Social media details

Email to submissions@makemodern.com.au

Submission of project
Have a project scheduled in and the deadline is approaching? This is your checklist!

Instructions in a word doc

Minimum of four quilt photos in high res (full size)

At least one portrait style photo that can be used for the cover of the layout

Step by step photos on a clear background (if required)

Diagrams in .jpg or .png format (if required)

Templates in PDF format (if required)

Profile photo of yourself

One to two sentence blurb about yourself and social media details

Email to submissions@makemodern.com.au
If files are too large for an email, please upload them to dropbox or google drive and share the
folder with the above email address. You may also zip your files into one file to email.
Don’t forget to add our email address to your contacts or safe senders so our correspondence
doesn’t accidentally get junked.

If you have any questions, please let us know via email
submissions@makemodern.com.au

We can’t wait to see your project ideas!
Let your creativity shine and let’s Make Modern!

checklist


